
The RailLink 
Mississippi Valley Associated Railroaders – M.V.A.R. 

Carleton Place, Ontario Canada 
Our 23rd Year     1987 - 2010      December 2010 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Photo by J. Morin) 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

                    

Check out the M.V.A.R. web site for the latest club updates: 
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The President’s Message for December 2010 
David Biggs 

 
December has rolled around once again and the end of another year is 
upon us. I hope 2010 has been a productive year for everyone and you 
managed to get in all sorts of Railway fun. 
 
A few of us made our way down to Belleville to take in the train show this 
past weekend. For a December it was a great drive down, clear roads 
and that BIG fireball in the sky making an appearance time to time. This 
was my first time attending this particular show and I must say I was glad 

I went. There was a lot to see in the way of layouts of various clubs and plenty of 
vendors too.  I particularly liked that the show was spacious and spread over a few 
large areas and hallways so that one doesn’t feel like a sardine getting around all the 
displays. 
 
Most of us now are in Christmas mode with thoughts of family gatherings and visiting 
friends and, of course, thoughts of that new piece of rolling stock or engine that 
hopefully will find its way under the tree!! 
 
As in most years, there will not be an MVAR meeting in December but in between all 
the festivities do try to get out and about to see what other members have been up to 
with modeling, running and viewing. It’s always fun to see other layouts being built or in 
action. 
 
Wishing everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
 
David 
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Public Relations and Program 
Larry Skinner   

Each Saturday morning members, friends, and guests come out to the 
Gourmet Restaurant for breakfast and railroad social time. This is a 
great place to get and share ideas for building your railroad. We start 
arriving about 07:00h and we eat at 08:00h. We socialize until 09:00h.   
 
On Wednesday mornings 6 to 8 members come out to Tim Horton’s in 
Almonte for café and our Railroad Social hour.  We start arriving about 

09:30h and we meet until about 10:30h.   
 

Saddened by the winter close up of David McCurdy’s Rio Grande Southern and locking 
of the shed door to keep winter away from Bob Summer’s Innisville Southern, just in 
time it’s Christmas time and our spirits get up and go again. 
 
Call another club member this week and get together for a house visit and see 
what they are doing with their layout or maybe make some suggestions. ….. 
 
As we approach Christmas 2010, I hope you each will feel the true joy of this festive 
season. There will be Christmas dinner with your loved ones, family or friends. perhaps 
the ubiquitous train around the tree or maybe even a special “extra” run for Christmas. 
Whatever your very own tradition brings, on behalf of our MVAR executive and of 
course all my railroad friends, Merry Christmas to you and yours. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WANTED - Model Railroad Articles for the RailLink 
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David Biggs, President and MVAR Librarian 
We have a Growing Video and Book library that is Not being used as 
much as it could. The library is taken to every meeting and you can sign 
out what you want and return it next meeting or our Saturday morning 
breakfast.  

 

dbiggs@biggsworld.com 

 
Ben Sanders, Treasurer 

The closing balance as of Dec 15th is $1094.79.  
 
 
 
bsanders@ucalgary.ca. 
 

 

David McCurdy, Membership 
Get to know your fellow MVAR members! Take time on Saturday 
mornings for the MVAR breakfast at the Gourmet in Carleton Place and/or 
plan to join the Wednesday morning coffee sessions at Tim Hortons in 
Almonte. Regular monthly meetings are at the Carleton Place Arena on 
the fourth Thursday of each month during the club year (except Dec.) and 
our Dinner meetings (Sept., Jan. and May) are at Christ Church in Ashton. 

The T-Trak Sub meets at the Carleton Place Arena on the second Thursda each 
month. 
.dmccurdy@sympatico.ca 

Rod Goodwin, Webmaster  
 

To all members who have web pages; You can have your link posted  on 
our website. 
TO ALL MEMBERS CHECKOUT THE WEB SITE FOR ACTIVITIES THAT 
THE MEMBERS WILL BE HOSTING.  
wingood@sympatico.ca 
 

Larry Skinner, Public Relations, Programs and RailLink Editor    
Please remember that this is YOUR club and if YOU want to make it 
exciting and active it is up to YOU to do so. My part is simple – take over 
a fully developed newsletter model and put your inputs into it.  This year 
promises to be a busy one with many new programs and events already 
in the works or in the planning stages. Please send your thoughts, 
pictures and articles to me for RailLink. This is an important way to 
really make MVAR you railroad club!  

        lskinner@storm.ca 
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Along the T-Trak Sub . . . 

 
The T-Trak Sub met December 9th with four members coming out with modules. 
Modules were joined and power applied and we ran trains back and forth a few times. 
At that point we decided to sit down and share some ideas – so we reviewed our first 
year as the T-Trak Sub. And no surprise to us, what a year it was! (Or actually only 7 
months). In that time, we have set up and run trains at three local shows – Train and 
Toy Show, June, in Perth; SFRMEO, August, in Smiths Falls; and, Mississippi Mills at a 
Glance, September, in Almonte! From a beginning with a handful of guys to last month 
with thirteen people, an idea that has very obviously grown.  
 
What lies ahead? We talked about possible module ideas, paint colours for the module 
sides, carrying racks, possible ‘operations’, N-Scale DCC and a host of other things. 
Then we packed up, wished one another Merry Christmas, and went home. Looks like 
we plan to be around a while. 
 
Merry Christmas everybody! Stay tuned . . . 
 

Nov 25 – MVAR Meeting night: Santa and Toy Trains – Alan Boyd 

Our meeting was a perfect way to get into the season for Christmas with the delightful 
Christmas movie “A Hobo’s Christmas”. The story was of an old hobo who finds the 
family he walked out on 20 years before . . .  

 
The old hobo, played by Barnard Hughes, 
travels all over hopping freight trains. It's  
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Christmas time when he drops in unplanned and unexpected to visit his son played by 
Gerald McRaney.  They hadn't seen each other for years after he and the father wants 
to try and make amends and so he can get to know his grandchildren who he has 
never seen and he wants to have an old fashioned Christmas with his family if his son 
will let him. Given just a single day the long lost father . . . 
 

Dec 4 & 5 - Quinte Christmas Model Railroad Show 

This year’s show was great. A number of MVAR members car-pooled down to Bellville 
after breakfast for the show. 

 

Bellville was another good 
show, with lots of really nice 
display layouts running 
trains and a good number of 
vendors. There was a couple 
of ‘kid safe areas’ that 
seemed to work really well, 
judging by the grins on the 
kid’s faces.   
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On the cover of this issue, Doug 
Lake is busy working his magic in 
the hands-on clinic that he did for 
the show. Talk about being happy in 
your work – Wow. 

There was lots of shopping 
happening with very few folks going 
home empty handed. 

As is usually the case, Quinte’s 15th 
annual Christmas Model Railroad 
Show was a great reward at the end 
of the longish drive down to 
Bellville. 

 

MVAR and the Perth Christmas Heritage Houses Tour 

Eric and Barbara Halpin made the day in Perth in the Christmas Heritage Houses Tour, 
Saturday and Sunday, 4, 5 Dec this year. For the first time this year, contemporary 
homes were a part of the tour and in the Halpin’s, case, between Barbara’s quilting and 
Eric’s model trains, they let visitors see heritage in the making. On Saturday alone, 
more than 400 people did the tour! Eric enlisted the help of fellow MVAR members, 

Bruce Stackhouse and 
John Soehner took the 
photographs. 

Thanks for this picture, 
John! Soehner goes on 
to say: 

“Sunday December 5, 
2010 and I was on my 
way into Perth to help 
Eric Halpin on his 
layout.  Eric and 
Barbara have had their 
new house included in 
the Christmas Heritage 
Houses Tour.  Though 
their house is new 

Barbara is involved in quilting in the community and of course Eric has the great layout.  
Turns out from my straw poll, this house was one of the favourites of the tour!  And you 
would not believe the number "older women" that love trains.  I think it was due to 
chuffing sounds of the steamers or something similar to that!” 
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Nov 27 –  MVAR Christmas Breakfast at The Gourmet 

On Saturday, 27 November, our friendly breakfast hosts at the Gourmet Restaurant in 
Carleton Place, Salim and his son Mike, continued their tradition of serving 
complimentary Christmas breakfast for the MVAR breakfast crowd. About 24 MVAR 
people enjoyed their very generous hospitality. Thanks very much, guys! 

 

 

 

2010 CPR Holiday Train 

CPR really outdid 
themselves this year with 
the 2010 Holiday Train! 
Brand new lights adorned 
what otherwise would have 
been plain old CPR freight 
cars giving this special 
train an almost magical 
aura. What a commitment 
from private enterprise and 
from one of Canada’s two 
largest national railroads! 
The Railroad runs this train 
each Christmas season 
and ensures that at each 
stop and every bit of food 

and money that is gathered goes directly to the food bank in that community. 

Now in its 12th year, it has become one of if not the longest continuous supporter of 

food banks across North America! Quoting from one of CPR’s web pages, “Since 
1999, the CP Holiday Train program has raised $4.8 million and generated 
almost 2.3 million pounds of food donations for local food shelves.” Wow!  

This year, railway employees and volunteers worked the event at Smiths Falls on 
Saturday evening and in Perth on Sunday morning, November 27 and 28. CPR 
produced and donated a CD with samples of the festive program presented live at 
each of the train’s stops. These were traded for donations of ten dollars or more to the 
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local food bank. 

Two trains run, one in Canada and one in the USA. The Canadian train began its 
journey in 
Beaconsfield Quebec 
(a suburb of Montreal) 
on November 27 and 
will reach its final 
destination, Port 
Moodie, BC on 
December 17. 

In all, about 140 
communities across 
both Canada and the 
USA this year will get 
to share the magic of 
the CPR Holiday Train. 
What a wonderful way 
to share the magic of 
Christmas with the 
love of trains with your neighbours.  

And if that weren’t enough, the two trains were assembled by CP employees in Smiths 
Falls, Montreal and Calgary! Right close to home, eh? 

All I can think of to add at this point is “Well done, Canadian Pacific Railway”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 RR from the Web . . . 

 
Model Railroad Hobbyist – MRH Theater 
 
Go to the Model Railroad Hobbyist – MRH Home page and looking along 
the menu tabs across the top, under ‘Community’, go down and click on 
‘MRH Theater’. There you’ll see the ‘Current attractions’. Right now, 
there’s thirty-one – and they’re all free! 
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“What do you do when . . . 
N is microscopic . . . 
HO requires a magnifying glass . . . 
O is still too small . . . 
and G isn’t big enough? 
 
You go outdoors with your trains! 
 

Tom Miller’s 
BIG 

Trains” 
  

This is just one of many free professionally packaged videos now showing at the MRH 
Theater. Between Session 1 (12:32 min.) and Session 2 (13:07 min.) there’s almost 26 
minutes of pure unadulterated joy. 
 
There’s even a shot of a human 0-10-0 (0-5-0 just didn’t cut it) helping to make up a 
freight train at the beginning of Session 2. 
 
As one of the trains rounds a bend out onto the magnificent wood trestle and wood 
through truss bridge, we have the comment - 
 

“And you thought your HO trestle took lots of wood!” 
 
Nearing the end of the video, we transition to a behind the scenes sequence with 
another comment - 

 
 “There is also a steam-up area. Steam locos require lots of TLC. It can take 
over an hour to get up steam. These tracks are elevated for better access to 
the locomotives.” 

 
And, at the end of Session 2, we even get to see a couple of model engineers working 
over a live steam engine on the steam-up tracks. 
 
What better way to spend a half hour (or maybe longer)? Do you think that maybe, just 
maybe, the best things in life are really free? H-m-m-m-m . . . 
 
Larry Skinner 
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News from our Members . . . 
 
Re Gordon Robertson, a life member of MVAR: 
 

“Gord is frail and not his best most days but still likes people to visit 
him as often as they can. I have not been to see him for over a month 
and must make a more concerted effort to visit him more often.” 

- Bob Browning 
 
 

 
 

“A peanut sat on a railroad track ...” 
 

A peanut sat on a railroad track, 
His heart was all a-flutter. 

The five-fifteen came rushing by-- 
Toot toot!   Peanut butter! 

 
-anon 

  
 
 

 
Coming Events 
 

Jan 28 - MVAR Dinner Meeting –– Backdrop Painting - Chris Lyon & Ron Newby, SLD NMRA 
 
Feb 24 – MVAR Meeting night:  Ottawa Valley Live Steamers – Bob Wilson 
 
Sat, February 5 – MR 101 Day 2 – The world beyond the train set – SLD NMRA (in Ottawa) 
 
Sat and Sun, Mar 19-20 Kingston Rail-O-Rama Show - Ambassador Hotel, Kingston 
  
Mar 24 – MVAR Meeting night:  Program TBA 
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Some of the M.V.A.R. members Railway Patches. 

 
                          
 
 
 
 
          

  M.V.A.R.  David McCurdy  Dennis MacTavish  Jim Davis         
 
     
 
 
 
 
 

David Biggs     Bob Summers  John Soehner        Eric Halpin 

 
 
 
   
 
 
 

 John Morin   T_TRAK  Sub      W.G.H.   You’re Logo Here 
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Check out the M.V.A.R. web site for the latest club updates: 
www.mvar.almontecentral.ca   and   www.facebook.com  mvar 
 
 
MVAR Executives for The 2010-2011 Year.  
 
President:   David Biggs   613.863.7627 
Secretary/Archivist Ron Legge   613.257.5110 
Treasurer:   Ben Sanders  613.253.6064 
Membership:  David McCurdy  613.253.5519 
Program & PR  Larry Skinner  613.264.0081 
Library:   David Biggs   613.863.7627 
Newsletter:   Larry Skinner  613.264.0081  
Webmaster:   Rod Goodwin  613.256.0551 
Web Site:   www.mvar.almontecentral.ca 


